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The Optimist International Childhood Gancer Campaign
(CCC) was created to meet the needs o
people with cancer. Many people are und
devastating childhood cancer can be to yo
and their families. In North America alone:

e Cancer is the number one disease killing children

today, killing more children than asthma, diabetes,
gystic fibrosis and AIDS ... combingd

* The incidence of cancer in children is 15 times
greater than that of AIDS

* One in every 330 U.S. cifigefis develops cancer
before the age 0f 20

= |n Canada, cancer is second only to accidents as the
most common cause of death in youth from ages 5
,.Iﬂ;//. 019

= Childhood cancer %maw.%. it affects children
from every sacieeesnomic background

The Childhood Cancer Campaign (CCC) was developed
in 2001 with the following four-pronged focus:

* Providing support to children with cancer

e Providing support to cancer patients’ families and
care partners

e Providing support to health care providers
e Providing support for childhood cancer research

Since 1919, Optimist International has been a “friend
of youth.” Through service projects aimed at “bringing out
the best in kids,” Optimist volunteers spread their positive
message to young peaple community by community.

Optimists serve six million young peaple each year.
Optimists conduct 65,000 service projects and spend
$78 million on their communities annually. With 102,000
Optimists in communities across the globe, Optimist
International has hoth the manpower and the will to defeat
this devastating disease.

Optimist International has partnered with Johns
Hopkins University and its Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive
Cancer Center to fund the development of a targeted
therapy culminating in a vaccine to combat acute
mylogenous leukemia (AML). AML is the second most
common form of childhood leukemia and takes the lives of
half the children diagnosed with the disease. Researchers
are working toward the day when the resulting therapies
can be incorporated into standard treatment for AML
and the eventual development of a vaccine for resistant
cancers and other forms of leukemia.

Optimist International has made a commitment of $1
million to Johns Hopkins, the leading pediatric oncology
research institute in North America, to underwrite the
research focus. Optimists have paid $500,000 of this
pledge and the support of Members and the public is
needed to reach the ultimate goal. A leukemia vaccine
would be groundbreaking, helping to save thousands of
young lives while giving hope to families that a cure for
cancer is possible. o




